Midterm, take home essay. 

Due, beginning of class, Nov. 6 


Undergrads: 7 pp. (2000-2500 words) on the subject of propaganda 
documentaries. Focus your ideas with a stong thesis and develop it with specific 
examples from the work seen in class. (You may want to view some of the films 
again at the Media Center.) You can discuss how these films are persuasive, for 
what ends they are propagandistic, and what are the implications for the makers 
and the audience in works of overt propaganda. 

You may talk about specific forms and techniques, such as the authoritative 
voice-over narratior, the use of different types of footage (mixing dramatic fiction, 
historical re-creation, and contemporary actuality footage in some examples such 
as The Negro Soldier), the way significant and historical events are evoked, etc. 

How do propaganda documentaries appeal to the audience's sense of 
citizenship? Some critics have argued that a former sense of public citizenship 
has been replaced in the present day by a sense of being a consumer in an 
advertising-driven world. Does being bombarded with commercials and 
advertising change the way we look at persuasive documentaries? 

You may want to include a discussion of the ethical/moral dimension of the 
subject: what, if anything, is wrong with propaganda? Does the end sometimes 
justify the means? U.S. journalists usually claim they are not involved in 
propaganda but in “objectively” presenting news and information. But filmmakers 
know that they are always selecting and editing from the flow of “reality.” They 
also have the burden of making their product “interesting” and “watchable”-how 
does this relate to shaping the truth? 

Grads-same question, but take 10 pages (3000 words) 


The important thing is to come up with a good strong original thesis, and then 
backing up the argument with detalils. You should reference approriate ideas 
from the course readings and include filmic details. 


The Quiet One (1948) d. Sidney Meyers, w. James Agee, Helen Levitt, Janet Loeb 


The Little Fugitive, 1953 
Written and directed by F 


1, Ruth Orkin 



